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ANNALS OF IOWA.
VOL. VIII, No. 3. DES MOINES, IOWA, OCTOBER, 1ÍK)7. :in SERIEH.
Dlí. EDWIN JAMES.
BY U H, PAMMEL, PH. D.,
Professor of Botamj, Iowa State College, Ames.
yciirs nyo the wi'itor found amnns' snmp m
papers in the (•. C. Parry îlerhariiiui and Library a short
liidfiraphii al sketch of Dr. FAUVW .Fames with an attached let-
ter fram Dr. (icorge Kîiyelniaiiu askinií what had l)(M-onie of
Doctor James. The letter was ¡)asti?d in a .opy of Long's
Expedition, fjivinii his account of the aseent of James' Peak,
now eonnnonly called Pike's Peak. Somewhat later I saw an
article Ity Mr. (ieurire Frazcr* nn The Iowa Fug i Hue Slave
f'list'. wiiich ((intained a trilniti' to Doetor James. The fol-
lowin«: number of The A}ntnls contained a short but excellent
axcouut of Doctor James hy Charles Aldrieh.^ A Forgotten
/")ra Author. A few years later the writer grave under the
auspii^es of the Botanical Seminar a let-tnrf on the early
liotani._-al explorations of the Rorky ;^^ountaiI]s. T found the
information aiiont Doetor James very mealier. I wrote to
Doetor Salter of Rurüíi^Hun. wlio had known Doctor James
personally, and lie gave me such informatioa as he had. Mi's.
Fannie James Bissell of Dubnque, a granddanghter, also fa-
vored me with materifil. ]\y chance I learned that Mrs. A.
Ri(hmond of Nevada was a daughter of a brother of Doctor
James. T therefore interviewed' Mrs. Richmond a short time
beftirc her death, concerning him. Her daughter, Aliss Anna
Rielimond. was kind enough to furnish me with a written state-
ment about Doctor James, taken from Mrs. Richmond's jour-
nal, as well as to let me see several letters. This journal is in
possession of the Richmond family. Mrs. Riehmond copied
* Annala of Iowa, Vol. 4. pp. 118-137.
i Annala of Iowa, Vol. 4, pp. 233-234,
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some of the more important poinls of the jonnial for Miss
Julia James of Kansas City, who was kind enough to permit
m^ to use such parts as I liked in the preparation of this
paper.
To a cousin, Miss Harriette Kellogg of Grinnell. Duacnii
Saninel James of MiddU'ltnry. Vt.. who is himself eighty-six
years of age, has loaned a number of letters written by Dr.
Edwin James to his brother, Dr. John James of Albany, and
also one to his niece. The.se cover a somewhat lengthy period,
extending from the time when he was stationed at Ft. Mack-
inac as army surgeon to 18.39, when in his old age at Bur-
lington he wrote with all his old-time vigor on slavery and
the John Brown question.
From the jonrnal I learn that the James family originally
settled in Rhode Island, but that Deacon David James, father
of Doctor Jame.s, very early emigrated to Stockbridge, Mass.,
and at tho commencement of the Revolutionary War moved
to "Weybridge, Addison county, Vei-mont. Here with his own
hands he hewed down trees, in the mighty forest, and erected
a log house in which the subject of this sketch was born and
grew to manhood. Edwin James, the yonngest of thirteen
children, ten of whom were sons, was born AugiLst 27. 1191.
The family home is still standing, althongh its original form
eould hardly be recognized, so many are the additions and
other changes tbat have modified its appearance. It is on an
eminence overlooking a l)oautifnl valley, while in the near
distance is clearly seen the town of Middlebury. Back of the
hotise rise the woi)ded lulls find tnoiintains of iiorthi'rn Ver-
mont.
The farm has always remained the property of the family,
having descended from father to son. in the older line.
Doctor James' birthplace is now occupied by Hon. John
Jamra, a grandnephew of Dr. Edwin James and a member
of the Vermont Legislative Assembly for several terms.
The family came of sturdy Puritan stock, and made their
church connection with the Congregational church at Wey-
bridge, a few mile.s from the farm, once a prosperous village,
but now only a cross-roads. Doctor James' father was deacon
in the church and the office has since that time been held bv
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a member of the family, the present ineiimheiit heing Deaeou
Samuel James'^ —a uephevv of Doctor Edwin—who also owns
a residence on the old farm.
In early days church pews were the Jibsohite property of
the indiridual members, and the James' pew, at the right
hand of the pnlpit. with its straight, unyielding hack, and
door that eonld be locked against intruders, is still seen in
the church, although the famil.y prefer the more democratic
freedom of the body pews.
Tlie surroundings of the boyhood home of Edwin James,
and the sturdy character of others of the saine family, may be
seen from the following biographicfil note of a brother, which
appeared in Tac Register (Middleburj-, Vt.) many years ago:
Deacon Samuel .Tames, Sen., was üue of those men who never die—
living. Init. not dying, out. Born in Weybriflge in 1791, he was the last
of a large family of children who scattered widely over our eountrj- and
a number of his brothers were men of eminent ability and usefulness in
their professions. He always lived uiion tlie old homestead, living a life
packed fidl of duties performed and opportunities secured. With un-
wearied industry ho lahorod upon his farm ¡md gnidually accumulated
ill! ample estate.
He was a stiidious ÍITHÍ thoughtful man. Tlie leisure moments of his
long life were not suffered to run to waste. Hia mind was not piniimed
to the instrument with which he laliored, but in his working hours he waa
accustomed to cull treasures of rich thought from the works of nature
and a wide range of readings, and while his acres widened, his mind
expanded more. To those vvhti knew him well it was a pleasure to con-
verse witli him, nor coulil they fail to utter words of admiration as
they marked the stride with which he kept patie with the great and
truthful ideas of the ages. He judged wisely and carefully and his
opinions were not mere assertions but showed the compacted strength
resulting from patient investigation. Perhaps no one trait was more
strongly marked in his character than that or an untiring perseverance,
no matter whether it was some improvement on his farm or some public
interest he would accomplish, Mow after blow succeeded each other
with an unfaltering repetition until a result was reached.
He wa.s long identified with the church in hia native town and its
honored officer; he loved it, was familiar with its history and prayed
and planned earnestly for its prosperity and continuance. Amid times
of discouragement and doubt he proved a tower of strength. From its
commencement he waa a steady supporter of the Sabbath school; he not
only helieved in the Bible, but he loved to study it, and many will re-
meinlier the sparkle of his eye, as he was wont to vindicate the character
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of God as unfolded in its doctrines. Through all the years of his old
age he contioued a teacher. As a religious man he explored among the
deep things of the Creator and caught no taint of skepticism, but ac-
quired a stronger faith, a brighter hope and a warmer love. He studied
thoroughly the questions of national policy, appreoiîited and sympathized
with our public men who loved the right, while with a Puritan's faith he
saw the hand of God guiding all of the events of our history. He had
faith in God, faith in the church of Christ, faith in our government, and
hia life as a citizen, as a Christian and as a man was the outgivings of
auch a faith.
He was not exempt from affliction. "The billows rolled over h im;"
one Hon stricken by disease languished almost into manhood and died.
Another in the strength and beauty of an intelligent and Christian man-
liness, passed under a mental cloud, and went down to the grave, and
another still, the youngest, the pet aud pride of the faiiiily, after gradu-
ating at Mifldlebiirv College, with bright hopea sailed for South America,
and speeilily sickened with the yellow fever and died in tho hospital at
Bahía. Brazil.
He had comfort in their deaths, and his faitli as a Christian man
held him to his God and his duties. Himself for years grappling with
disease resolutely pushed on and with an untiring ivill demonstrated the
power of a living soul over its frail tenement.
The Sal)bath Viefore hia death he was in his ¡ilace in the brick church
on "Weybridge Hill," he was always there "sunshine or storm," and
on Monday evening following he attended the meeting of the Farmers'
Clnb and read an essay, and spoke earnest words of his own experience
in farming. A cold brought on by the exposure of that evening swiftly
brought him ilown. and in six days he ecased his struggling with disease.
Thus Deacon Samuel James, Sen., carried his work and responsibilities îo
the brink of the grave, ready to assuTnc tlii'iu beyond, so there will be no
break in his life, for he still lives.
Edwin James prepared for collègue in the Addison County
Grammar Sehool, located in Middlebnry, and graduated from
Middlebury College in 1816, having wallîed five miles daily
in Iiis jinn-m'ys to and f!x>m school. Dr. E. A. Bnrt writo-i me
under dato of December 15, 1902, that Doctor James was
probably much interested in botany while at college, There
is an old pamphlet entitled Statistical Account of the Town of
Middlebw!/. State of Vermont, Part First by Frederick Hall,
Professor of Jlatheniatics and Natural Philosophy in Middle-
bury College, Boston, 1821. It (!ontains a list of five hundred
and fifty-one species of Vermont plants and i.s the earliest
list published. The following introduction appears by Pro-
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fessor Hall: "The followiug' catalogue of plants which are
indiírentnis in the tiiwnshi[) of Middlelmiy WHa prepared for
me by Dr. Edwin James, a very young; gentleman formerly
of this place, who has during a considerable period assidu-
ously applied himself to the study of botany, and who will
ere long attain distiuguished eminence in this interesting
braneh of natural history." Whether this list was prepared
before taking up liis residence in Albany or while in college
cannot be determined. It is probable, however, that he was
much intei*ested iu plants while at collie and that part of
this work was done before his acquaintance with Dr. Amos
Eaton in Albany, an author of A Manual of North American
Botany, who delivered a course of lectures in Albany on the
invitation of Gov. DeWitt Clinton, who was much interested
in botany. Edwin James studied medicine with his brother
in Albany. In those days a medical edncation was difficult to
obtain. There were few hospitals and almost no medical
schools and it was customary to study with an established
practitioner. I am unable to learn when he went to Albany.
The date of his graduating from Middlebury College is given
by Doctor Barton as 1816. The brother with whom he studied
medicine was in Europe in 1817 so it is probable that his
medical education did not l)egiu before 1818, aud it is hardly
likely that it extended beyond two or two and a half years.
In those days it was considered essential that a physician be
well posted in natural history, especially botany. This is why
so many of the botanists of the early part of the last
century were pbysiciiuis. Docteur Gray. Torrey and Darling-
ton were all physicians. The following letter written hy Dr.
John James will give some idea of the necessity of study
abroad :
MY DEAR MOTHKR: At tho luoiiKint when I am about to leave Lon-
don for PJdinboro, I have the good fortiine to receive yours of Sept.
22nd. How grateful and in what good time it ia impossible for me
to tell you—you have never been a stranger in London—and can hardly
Imagine how much I am interested in every word from you. It is
indeed a lony time since the date of your last letter, but I have re-
ceived them but lately, and can readily excuae your not writing oftener,
when I consider tbe cares and the business whieh must inevitably en-
groas your mind and fill np every mument of your time. I can elearly
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comprehend from your account of Mrs. James' symptoms « * » Je-
eline of her health. I wish it were possible for me to aee her, and to
add my endeavors to those of all of her friends to administer to her
comfort and ha¡)[jines.s in such a trying situation. I fear I sliall never
see her in this world. The only consolation which her friend.'^  could
have, I know Mrs. James will afford by her uiiinumnirhig resignation
to this disppusatiun of providence, and a cheerful reliance upon the
goodness of the Creator. Mra. Pepoon—I am most happy to hear her
name, and that her situation is improving. I have heard so little from
America that I open your letter with a kind of a dread, le.'ît some evil
should ha vu befallen to some one of the family—T don't know why
Henry should not have made me acquainted with his situation—at least
written me. There has not been a day since I left America that I have
not considered his situation, and weighed in my mind the chances of
his business—with hopes and fears. That Pittsfield debt should if
possible be shaken off. I sometimes reprove myself that I have left
my country and not rather put my shoulder to the mountain and aided
the common cause, with what effect T could, in other words—that I did
not endeavor to help Henry and Mrs. J. instead of incurring expense
aViroail. In the end however I think we shall all be satisfied, with the
course that I have taken and I flatter myself that at some future
period, there will be a result essentially useful. I believe that I shall
not retiirn to America, without haviug added most materially to my
medical knowledge. I am more entirely satisfied of the importance of
the opportunities I enjoy—and the real improvement that may be
derived from them than 1 expected to be. T find more to learn than
I was aware of and more facilities of learning. I have devoted the
summer extensively and laboriously to practical anatomy. By giving
this important branch my undivided attention I have so wedded myself
to the study, tliat what was at first a labor, has become a pleasure, and
I contemplate even the intricacies, and minutife of anatomy, with the
hope of mastery. This study is indeed the "Key . " • » • which the
superstructure of surgery, and Physiology » • « deiîend—anatomy
has been my study—but it is hardly correct to say exclusively for I
have not neglected to HOP operations, visit hospitals, and attend to the
domestic politicks of London surgery,
I have taken a bird's-eye view of the various hospitals, and schools.
I have just finished my attendance at the anatomical Theatre, and the
surgical and anatomical lectures connected with it have closed. I shall
start for "Bdiiiburgh some time next week—I intend to visit on my
way, Cambridge. Yorck and what othnr places [ may find worthy of
attention, within my reach—unless the weather should continue so bad
as it is at present in which case I shall go by the Leith Smack. I
expect while at E. to attend Gordon's anatomy, Hope's chemistry,
Gregory's theory and practice, with what other studies I can compre-
hend in my plan without producing eonfuaion. The principal advan-
Rocky Mountain White Pine {PinuaßexiliB .lames) (rom a photograph
by L. H, Pammei.
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tii^ît's lliut I »ixppct to derive from going to E. are, I shall .see the
country, and the school. I can combine more studies there than here—
and all to equal advantage except practical surgery—and this is to be
learnt only to a certain degree by precedent, and seeing. The opera-
tion part nuist be acquired by the eiiter[iriae of our own hands—minute
and dintiu('t ideas of anatomy with the aid of having seen the operation
a few times, will be sufBeient^ —as to going to France and the French
language—I cannot conscientiously think of spending my time, and my
small funds there, because I could not a,cquire so much professional in-
formation. The time will soon arrive when I must apply myself most
diligently to business again—stimulated by the to me new necessity of
iiunihildtiiig cniisiderabli' debts. 1 hope to go to my task with zeal,
and to enter the lists ])roperly armed for tho fight. If .[ have time,
which I undoubtedly shall, I can improve what I have but just com-
iiieiieed in the French language after I join you in Albany. If I
hM]>pen to be go unfortunate as not to find business there, this study will
¡trove a resource. I have suggested to you that I am not learning good
manners—I don't know that I am improving in this respect. If I
can improve, my understanding and taste, by such oliaervations, as
my rpsident-e in foreign countries, will allow—I hope the amiable and
lijvely ladies of America will excuse my uncouth manners, and that
men of sense will do me justice, though I cannot approach them in the
most courtly style—and more than justice—for I don 't mean to say
that my claims in any respect will bo of the improving kind. If I
should go to France instead of Edinboro, I should be but chasing the
shadow of a man of the world—which will ever fly me—
I have had a very ti'ifiiug illnes.s in consequence of confining my-
self too closely to the dissecting room which I believe T mentioned
to you. Since T have relaxed a little T have regained the same high
health wliifli I fourni in Italy after a long voyageras ever,
JOHN JAMES.
London Nov. 4th, 1817.
P. S. I start for Eilinboro tomorrow by the stage. Direct to care
of MeBsrs. Ramsays Bnnan & Co. Bankers. I shall sail fur America
IIS soon as the season will admit.
CONNECTION wrnt LONG'S EXPEDITION.
Some years had elap.sed since the return of Lewis and Clark
from their cxploratioii.s to tlie Northwest, the finding of the
soui'L'e of the ilissouri. and their trip down the Columbia to
its mouth. The puhlieation of the notes of the Lewis and
Clnrli Kxpedition oiM-iUTed in 1814, some s'even years after
their retnni to St. Louis. Tho Explorations of Zebulon Mont-
gomery Pike, published in 1810, wore familiar to the American
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reading public. These publications made a large number of
Americans interested in fxirther explorations, and Congreiis
in 1S19 passed an act looking towards an exploration of the
country between the MissisKÍp]>i and the Rocky Wonntaius,
Red River, Arkansas, and Mississippi, above the mouth of tlie
Missouri. The members of the expedition were aLso to obtain
the extent of our limits from those of Great Britain at some
point in the forty-ninth parallel of latitude to prevent col-
lision between onr ti'aders and theirs. They were to enter in
their journal everything interesting in regard to plants, ani-
mals, soils, and minerals. They were to conciliate the Indians
by kindness and presents, and to obtain their nvnuber as far
as possible,
Ma.ior Loug, the commaudiug officer, in organizing this ex-
pedition designated Major Biddle to keep the journal. Doctor
Baldwin acted as botanist. Mr. Sa>" had cliarge of tbe zoology,
Mr. Jessup of the geology. Mr. Peale acted as assistant natur-
alist. The members assembled in Pittsbiirg in April, 1819,
and started on their journey May óth. Several members of
the party kept diaries. All were in good health except Dot-tor
Baldwin. In the account of the expedition reference is made
to the delays caused because of his sickness. On August 9th
Doctor Baldwin was moved to the house of Mr. (lien in (.'in-
ciunati. but on the 18th, having recovered sufficientl.y. the
party started down the Ohio. At Franklin, Missouri, it
agaiu became necessary to leave him, and there he expired
on the -Jlst day of August. The steamboat proceeding np the
river with Messrs. Say. Jessup, Seymour and Dauglicrty,
accompanied by Major Biddle. left Franklin on July 17th
ovei-land to Ft. Osage. The Western Engineer was the name
of the first steamboat to ascend the Missouri River above the
month of the Charaton (Charitori), Lewis and Clark ascended
the ¡Missouri In a periogue or maekinaw as it would now be
called. This note is made: "The Chariton originates near
the De ;\Ioyen {Des Moines) River of the ifississippi, and be-
tween a country which is of great importance, both on account
of the fertility of the soil and its inexhaustible mines of coal,"
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THE WINTER CANTONMENT.
"The position selected for the establishment of winter
quarters for the exploring party, was on the west bank of the
:XIissouri about half a mile above Fort Lisa (a fort named
aftiT Manuel Lisa of tlu- Missouri Fur Company), five miles
below Council Bluffs and three miles above the mouth of
Buyer's River."* They anchored here on the 19tli of Sep-
tember, and remained for the winter. On October 11th
JIajor Long and Mr. Jessup departed for Washington, going
down the Missouri in a canoe, returning by way of Phila-
delphia and St. Louis, and arriving at the latter place on
April 24th. The party after having procured horses and
equipment went overlauíl. arriviui; at Engineer Cantonment
on the 2!)th of May, aceompauied by John R. Bell and Dr.
Edwin James. By the order of the Honorable Secretary of
War, dated February 28th. Major Long had been instructed
to explore the country from the Missouri westward to the
Rocky Mountains to the source of the river Platte and thence
hy way of the Arkansas and Red rivei-s to the ]\rississippi.
Tliomas Say wa.s retained as zoologist, and Doctor James be-
came botanist, geologist and surgeon. The latter received the
appointment throuiili tho rci-onunendations of Dr. John Tor-
rey, Hon. Siiiith Thompson. Secretary^ of the Navy and later
Justice of the Supreme Court, and Captain Le Conte,
FIRST ASCENT OF JAMES' PEAK. COMMONLY CALLED PIKE'S
PEAK.
Leaving St. TiOuis on May 4. 1820, Doctor James, in com-
pany with Major Lung and Captain Bell, traveled on horse-
back across the country and in twenty-four days i-eaclied En-
gineer Cantiuuncnt. where the party of twenty persons com-
posing the expedition was canipetl. They started on their
journey to the sources of the Platte. June títh, and in a
month rc^ ached tlie i-hasni tlu-nugh which that river issues
from the Rocky Mounliiins. Tliey were particularly desirous
of visiting what Pike called the highest peak of the mountains,
which now bears the name of that distinguished explorer ¡nul
* The spellinK is BoyiT anil as iisiuil Dortoi' J;inii--'S vv:is ;ici-iir;itc. It Is
siiipclled in miiny older books.
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.soldier. Its siiraiiiit had been reported inaccessible. A de-
tachment of the party, however, condutited by Dot-tor Jame.%
went to the top on the 1:3th and 14th of July. Prom this
circumstance it was called -Tames' Peak, and this name is
given to it on the map which accompanies the report of the
expedition. It was the peak ei^ht or ten miles south of this
and much below it in elevation, being wooded tx> the top,
which Pike ascended. The following extract is from his note
of July 15, 1820:
From information tJerivf?(i from thp Indiana and hiintora auil also
from the account given hy Pike relative to this Peak, it a])j>eara that no
perBon «ither civilized or savage has ever ascended tn its Biimmit,
and that the ascent was deemed impracticable. Dr. Jamps having
accomplished thia difficult and latorious task I have thought proper
to call the Peak after his name as a compliment, to which the zeal
and perspveranep together with the skillful iittciitiim with wlnL'li ho has
examined its charaeter and productions, give him the fairest claim. Pike
haa indeed given m notice that there is snch a Peak, but he ouly saw it
at a distance, the unfavorable circumstances under which he came into
its neighborhood ¡ireventing his arrival even at its baso.
The expedition now divided into two parties near the
Arkansas in Colorado. One proceeded down the river to Ft.
Smith, the other, consistin-i of Major Lonj?, DfM-tor James
and eight others, intended to travel southward in search of
the sources of the Red River, but misled by Indians whom
they met the\- passed down the (Vinadian River and rea -^hed
Ft. Smith the l;ith of September. They had been three montlis
and six days in the wilderness and had met with no white per-
son. Occasionally the\- suffered from shortness of provisions.
At one time they killed a wild horse and instead of question-
ing' whether they should eat horseflesh, congratulated them-
selves on having such a supply. The animal was a beautifiU
one and had followed tlicm several miles on the day before
and lingered with a sort of confidence about the camp. Dix-tor
James says they felt a little re^iret at killing it. but their
.scruples yielded to the demands of hunger.
VALI-E OP THE EXPEDITION.
The information ohtained by the expedition wa.s of much
value aud gave satisfaction to men of science. The contribu-
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lions lo the natural history, botany, and freoloiiy of the country
were welcomed in Europe as well as in jVmerica. Doctor
James dig:ested the various reports and prepared a history of
the expedition for puhlieation. It was published in London
under the following title, Accoiint of an Expedition to the
Hiiflqi Miiiiiitaiiis performed in the ifrars J819 and '30. By
order of J. C. Calhoun, Secretary of War, under the connnand
of Major Stephen H. Long of the U. S. Top. Engineers, com-
piled from the notes of Älajor Tyon<r. ^Ir. T. Say and other
gentlemen of the exploring party by Edwin James, Botani.st
and Geologist to the Expedition—in three volumes, London.
The work Is dedicated to Mr. Callioiin, "whose lihoral view.
enlightened policy, and judicious measures liave contributed
in an eminent degree to the advancement of tlie National
Character of the United States hoth in science and iu politics."
Mrs. Fannie Jame.s lîiKsell, in a letter to the writer, com-
ments as follows: " I remember, when I was a child, of heing
very fond of looking at the pictures in a large l)ook in my
father's lihrarj'. I was greatly interested in the little In-
dians I saw there. I asked so many questions about them, my
father told me that when I grew older he would tell me how
the book came to be written and by whom. I wish to preserve
the story to be read by the descendants of my nohle grand-
father."
The Ozark Mountains received their name from Doctor
James. Under date of August 31st he says. *'"We were now
at the western hase of that intere-sting group of hills to which
we have attempted to give the name of the almost extinct
tribe of Ozarks." The following is from Mra. Biasell's let-
ter to the writer :
FRIEND OF THE INDIAN AND THE NEGRO.
My grandfather was a eloae obaerver of Indian character, manners
ami euatoms. After coming back from the expedition he was surgeon
ill the United States army, and for several years was stationed among
the Ojibways. He mastered their language and translated the New
Testament from Greek into tlioir languiige and thta was published in
1S33. r¡i to this time he had bceti a member of the Presbyterian
church, but changed his views in the translation of thn testament and
became a Baptist. In later years he became dissatisfied with churches
generally, for infidelity to humanity and justice on the slavery question.
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which he attributed to them. He was a threat abolitioniBt and thought
slavery a sin against God. He disavoweil allegiance to the government.
He sheltered the fugitives from O|)|)res8Íon imder his roof at any hour
of tho day or night; he was always ready to help them to a better
country. To these services he gave his means without stint. Nor were
his sympathies confined to slaves alone, though his mind was absorbed
upon tho subject of their condition. J am told that he showed great
kindness to some poor Danish Mormons who settled iu his neighbor-
hood, helping them to einploynuiTit and giving them au.l their children
instruction in the English language.
Before this, however, he was appointed Indian agent for the gov-
ernment near Council Bluffs, and resided for a while among the Osage
Indians on the Missouri river. In endeavoring to exclude whiskey from
the Indian eoiintry he encountered the fierce opposition of tho traders,
and suffered HO many annoyances that he was comjielled to resign the
agency. He was a great temperance advocate, and for a time was
engaged vrith E. 0. Delevan of Albany in conducting a journal devoted
to the cause. In 1836 he decided to make his home in the far West.
He thought of settling near Dubuque, Iowa, but on his way thither
from St. Louia was stopped by ice, and on his way overland tarried one
night some six miles southwest of Burlington, where being much pleased
with the country, the soil, the water and timber, he determined to pitch
his tent. He selected three hnndred and twenty acres for his farm
which he considered not surpassed by any part of the United States
he had seen. ThiB was at Rock Springs. Iowa.
JAMES' PE.\K.
There has been some discussion in regard to whether Zebu-
Ion ;\iontgornery Pike, that intrepid exploi*er, ascended Pike's
Peak. From his own aeeount.* "The summit of the grand
peak, entirely bare of vegetation and covered with snow, now-
appeared at the distance of fifteen or sixteen miles from us.
It was as high again as what we had ascended, and it would
have taken a whole day's march from the base, which I believe
no human being could have ascended to its pinnacle."
November 25th-27th. I'ike nmd^ his ascent on one of the
front peaks, Jit. Cheyenne, which may be seen from what is
mm known as Colorado Springs. The altitude of this peak is
9,408 feet, or as some give its height 9.448 feet. Those who
•Elliott Coue.«: The txpciUtion of Zebulon Montgomerxi Pike to head-
waters of the Mississippi River throvgh Louisiana Territory and in New
Spatn durinff the years 7805-6-7. A new edition now flrst re-printed in full
from the original of 1810 with copious critical commentary Memoir of
Pike, New Map and other illustrations and complete Index, 3 vois. 1:356:
3:357-355: 3:857-955.
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havi' had any experience in mountain climbing kuow what
difficulties l>eset the travelei- through fallen timber, deep
gorges and dangerous trails. Pike, Iîobiason. Brown or
Miller were nearer the peak than any other white meu up
to that time. Pike's Peak stands out prominently, and may
be seen for a distance of forty miles from the plains. It was,
therefore, long known to the Spiiniards. but was probably
called Pike's Peak in the fortify when the great overland
trails covered the pUiins and mountains iu quest of the Cali-
fornia gold fields. On all of the early maps it was universally
kuown as James' Peak. Doctor James describes the car-
bonated springs will kiHiwii to ¡ill tourists who visit Manitou
Springs.*
From tlic Journal prepared by James I take these notes:
The boiling spring is a largo and beautiful fouiitinii ot water, cool
and trausparent, ami highly aerated with carhonir acid. It rism on
the brink of a small stream, which here ilescenrls from the moiiiituin. at
tho point where the becl of this stream divides the ritljic of saiidstuno,
which reata against the base of the first granitic rango.
Distant a few rods from this ia another spring of the same kind,
whifh diaeharges no water, its basin remaining constantly fnll, and
air only «acaping from it. We collected some of the air from both of
tliese sprintîa, in a box we had carried for the reception of piantw, bnt
oimld not pertieivo it to have the least empll or the power of extingnish-
iiig flame, which WÎIS tested by piungiug into it lighted, splinters of
dry cedar.
Tn ascending we foniid tlio surface in many places covered with loose
ami cnimblfid granite, rolling from under our feet, and rendering the
ascent extremely dilïicnJt. We began to eredit the assertions of the
guide, who had eomhicted ns to the foot of the Peak; and left ns with
the assurance that the whole of the mountain to its Kunnnit was cov-
ered with loose sand and gravel, so that though many attemj^tg had
been made by the Indians and by hunters to ascend it, none had ever
proved siieeossful. We passed several of these tracks, not without
some apprehension for otir lives, as there was danger when the foot-
liold was linee lost of sliding down ami being thrown over precipices.
After clambering with extreme fatigue over abont two milew, in
which several of these dangerous i>laees occurred, we halted at sunset
in a small clnster of fir trees. We conid not. however, find a piece of
even ground large enough to lie down upon, and were under the
necessity of securing ourselves from rolling into the brook, near which
we encamped, by means of a pole placed against two trees. In this
* Account of a>t Expedition from I'tttubtirg. Vol. 2, p. 23.
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sitnatioTi Wl.' passed an uneasy night and, thmigli thp mcrenry t>!l oidv
to 54°, felt, .sump ineonvenieiico from cold.
On the morning of the 14tli, as soon as daylight appeareil, Iiaving
suspended in a tree whatever articles of clothing could be dispensed
with, our blankets and provisions, except about three pounds of bison
flesh, we continued the aaeent, hoping to be able to reach the miTiimit
of the Peak, and return to the same eamp in the evening. After
passing about half a milp of rugged and difficult traveling, like thiit
of the ¡)recediiig day. we crossed i\ deep chasm, opening towiirds the
beii of the sniall stream we had hitherto ascended, and following the
summit of the ridge between these, found the way less difficult and
i3angerous.
Having passed a Ipvel tract of several acres, covered wiMi tlio aspen
jiojiiar. a few birches and pines, we arrived at a small stream running
toward the south, nearly parallel to the base of the conic part of the
nuMintain. which forms the summit of the Peak. From this spot we
coulil distinctly see almost the whole of the Peak, its lower half thinly
clad with pines, junipers and. other evergreen trees; the upper a naked
conic pile of yellowish rocks, surmounted here and there with broad
patches of snow; but the summit appeared so distant, and the ascent
90 ateep. that we despaired of accomplishing the ascent, and returning
on the same day.
Tn marshy places aliout this part of the mountain wo siiw an un-
flescHbed white flowered gpectes of Oaltha. some Spediculariae. the
shrnbby cinqiiefoil (Fotentilla frutii-osa. Ph.) and many alpine plants.
The diiy was agreeably bright and calm. As we ascended r,T,pidly a
manifest change of temperature was perceptible and before we reached
the outskirts f)f the timber a little wind was felt from the northeast.
On this piirt of the mountain the yellow flowered stone-erop (Sedum
siritoiieUiliim, Ph.) in almost the only herbaneous plant which occurs.
The boundary of the region of forests is a defined line encircling the
peak iti a part which, when seen from the plain, appeared near the
summit, but when we arrived at it a greater part of the whole eleva*
tion of the mountain seemed still before us. Above the timber the
ascent is steeper, but less difficult than below, the surface being RO
highly inclined that thft large masses when loosened roll down, meeting
no obstruction, until they arrive at the commencement of the timber.
The red cedar and the flexile pine* are the trees which appear at the
greatest elevation. These are small, having thick and extremely rigid
trunks, and near the commencement of the woodless part of the mount-
ain they have neither limbs nor bark on the side exposed to the de-
scending masses of rocks. These trees have not probably grown in a
situation so eîtposed, as to be unable to produce or retain bark or
limbs on one side; the timber must formerly have extended to a
greater elevation on the sides of this peak than at present, so that
is James.
Rocky Mountain While l'ine (Piiins/icciitu ,Jamea) from a pliotograph by
Fawcett.
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those trees which are now on the. outskirts of the forest, were formerly
prnti^cteii by their m<)re exposed neighbor».
It cannot be doubted that the peculiar brilliancy of coloring, ob-
serveû in alpine plants, inhabiting near the utmost limits of phaenoga-
mous v^etation, depends in a great measure on the intensity of the
light transhiitted from the bright and nnobscured atmosphere of those
regions, and increased by reflection from the immense impending
masses of snow. May the deep cenileiin tint of the sky, be supposed
to have an influence in prorlucing the corresponding colour, so prevalent
in the flowera of these plants?
It was about 4 o'clock p. m, when we arrived on the summit. In
our way we had attempted to cross a large field of anow, which occu-
pied a deep ravine, extending down half a mile from the top, on the
southeastern side of the Peak. This was found impassable, being cov-
ered with a thin iee. not sufficiently strong to liejir the weight of a
man. We had not been long on the summit when we were rejoined by
the man who had separated from ua near the outskirts of the timber.
He had turned aside and lain down to rest and afterwards pursued
the ascent by a different route.
On the north side of the Peak was an immense masa of snow and ice.
The ravine, in which it lay, terminated in a woodless and apparently
fertile valley, lying west of the first great ridge, and extending far
towards the north. This valley must undoubtedly contain a consider-
able branch of the Platte. In a part of it, distant probably thirty
miles, the smoke of a fire was distinctly seen and was supposed to
indicate the encampment of a party of Indiana,
On the south the mountain is continued, having another summit
(probably that ascended by Captain Pike), at the distance of eight or
ton miles. This, however, falls much below the High Peak in point
of elevation, being wooded quite to its top. Between the two lies a
amaU lake, about a mile long and half a mile wide, discharging east-
vrard into the Boiling spring creek. A few miles farther towards the
south the range containing tliese two peaks terminates abruptly.
Most of the trees which occur on any part of the mountain are
evergreen, consisting of several species of abies, among which may be
enumerated the balsam fir {Ä. balaamea, Ph.), the hemlock, white, red
and black spruce,(^. canadensis, A. alha, A. rubra and A. nigra), the
red cedar and common juniper and a few pines," One of these, which
appears to have been hitherto unnoticed in North America, has, like
• Doctor James had a good eye in discriminating plants, but he Is
mistaken in the identity of most of the conifers mentioned here. The
writer saw In the ri^ gion mentioned by him an abundance of Douglas Fir(.Pseudotrvffa DouglaaU) at lower altitudes; alao Coiorado Blue Spruci-(Picea Parryana). The Kngelmann Spruce (Picea Engehnannii) ;inei the
Lodgepolo Pine (Pinua Murrayatui) at higher altitudes. The Biacit Bal-
sam (Abii'n concolvr) is aljimiliiut at about 8.S(J0 ftiet and below, The
Bull Pine (Pinus scopulin-uin) i» ixbundant ¡u-ound Manitou Springs, The
Pinit3 fíexilis is here descrlberl fot- the first time ¡inii correftly piaceil in
the section Strobua or Wliite Pine section. The Pinus rígida refeiTed to is
i sropniorum.
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the great wliite or Weyniouth pine, five leaves in a fascicle, but in
other respects thore is little resemblaiico between them. The loaves are
short and rather rigiil, the sheathes which surround their baaea, short
and lacerated ; the strobiles erect, composed of large unarmed acales,
being somewhat smaller than those of P. rif/ida, but sioiilar in shape,
and exuding a great quantity of r^in. The branches, which are cov-
ered with leaves t'hiefly at the ends, are mmierous and recurved, in-
clining to form a dense and large toji; they are also remarkably flexile,
feeling in the hand somewhat like those of Dirca palustrin. Prom this
circumstance the spécifie name flexihs has been proposed for this tree,
which is in several respects remarkably contrasted with the P. rígida.
It inhabits the arid plains subjacent to the Rocky mountains, and ex-
tends up their sides to the region of perpetual frost. The fruit of the
PÍHUS flexi1i<i is eaten by the Indians and French hunters about tiie
Rocky Mountains, as is that of another species of the same genus by
the inhabitants of some parts of Europe.
The following: is a letter written by Doctor James to Dr.
C. C. Pany at Burlington, February 11, 1859, in regard to the
ascent of Pike's Peak : !
Dear Sir: Yours of the 2d inst. reached me yesterday, but may
have lain some time in the P. Office, which, being six miles from me.
I do not visit every day.
Thirty-nine years ago on the 14th July next I ex|ilore(l one of the
peaks of the range of mountains containing the sources of the Platte
and Arkansas. From its summitj about 12,000 feet* above tide water
of the Atlantic, I looked southward to a twin jieak perhaps twenty
miles distant, supposed at that time to be the one ascondeil liy Lie it.
Pike, and near the base of which his blockliouse had stood. The in-
tervening valley had some timber, but did not appear as inviting as
other valleys or " p a r k s " lying more to the west and north. Seen from
a distance of fifty or a hundred mile« on the plains these two high
pointa would scarce be distiiiguisliod and the now common name.
" P i k e " Peak, applies. I think, to both, as "'Saocollebacit " in .MaHsai'hn-
setts designates a similar pair nf peaks on a smaller scale. This point
is in Lat. 38° 50' N., near where the Arkansas leaves the mountains.
It is a region where many good homes tor farmers may be made, not
so desirable, however, as some portions of valleys traversed by Ma.j.
Iiong's party farther south on the Huespano, Cimaron, Rio de Los
Aiiiiuos and other small streams, pome running southeast into the
Arkansas, some southwest to the del Norte and draining lands where
the large patches of voleanie rock-; underlie soils of some fertility
and where the petahoya and other iirlmrcHcent cacti: the mesquit ami
similar leguminous plants reniini.1 the traveler ot' food and shelter.
The Jieigiit of Jnm.ss' Peak Is 14,192 feet.
DK. EDWIN JAMES. 177
MtiJ. Long'« ex|ieilitiiin was com]>leted in 18ÍÍ0, his second embrac-
ing only Lake Superior and the Bed River of the north dates in 1821-2.
Collections of plants were made from the country that is now Iowa
in both and descriptions of auch aa were new to those learned in snch
matters have since appeared mostly in the Journals of Societies of
riatural History in New York and elsewhere.
I became a settler in Iowa twenty-two years ago and of course have
seen great changes. The locomotive engine and railroad car scour tho
plain in place of the wolf and the curlew. Mayweed and dog fennel,
stink weed and mullein have taken the place of "purple flox and the
moccasin flower," the Celt, the Dane, the Swede and the Dutchman* are
instead of Black Hawk and Wabaahaw. Wawbouse, Manny-Ozit and
their bands. Very cordially yours,
E. JAMES.
MARRIAGE.
I have little information about Doctor James' marriage.
It occurred after his retum from the exploring expedition.
Two letters written by him to Miss Clarissa Rogers of Glou-
cester, Mass., who afterward became his wife, are in the
writer's possession, dated March 9th and 19th, 1827. They
are dignified m tone but display the most ardent devotion.
Mrs. Bissell vrrites of her grandfather: "Upon most persons
wlio made his ac(iuaintance he made the impression, that while
he was an independent man, he was also singular and eccen-
tri*'. * * * He seemed like one who had a secret on his a>ul
he Tiieant carefully to yuard. Tt is doubtful whether he had
any confidants or unbosomed himself to any human being, not
even to his beautiful wife, who was onee considered a belle
of Boston."
Edwin James, Jr., his only child, was born January 7,
1838. This son married Miss Fannie Johnson, much against
his father's wishes. He was in the wholesale grocery business
tor some time and afterwards went as surveyor to Cheyenne
with his uncle. Dr. Silas Read, Surveyor of Wyoming, where
he remained with his family for some years, he and his wife
finally dying there, leaving four children. Mr, C. G. Coûtant,
author of a History of Wyoming, writes me that Mr, James
bore the reputation of being a very learned man, especially as
an astronomer and civil engineer,
• He probably meant Germans. Fifty yeara ago it was a common ex-
pression to speak of the Dutch but meaning Germans, aithouph there
wns ,1 settlement of Dutch in that flection of the State fn the fifties,
12
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Doctor James' wife was buried at Rock Springs, Iowa. She
was a woman of talent and fond of society, whieh in his later
days Doctor James did not care for. Mra. Dr. Anna Rich-
mond, a niece, now deceased, lived in St. Louis and knew
Doctor James when he was a civil engineer under Silas Read,
who was then Surveyor General. She told me that it amused
the city folk from St. Louis very much to liave Doctor James
call for them in a eart drawn by oxen and take them to his
home near Rock Springs. lie desired to have Mrs. Richmond
study botany. True to the instincts of the James family,
Mrs. Richmond was a pronounced temperance woman. Mrs.
Estelle D. Fogel of Ames, formerly of Burlington, tells mt
that she had a conversation with a neighbor of Dr. Edwin
James at Rock Springs. This woman was then a small girl
but remembers Doi-tor James as a philanthropist, lie had the
good-will of all of the neighbors. They called on him for
treatment but he would never take any pay for the same.
They knew nothing of the family. Tho lady remembers his
help in the care of escaped negroes. In Denmark, he hid
the negroes in a stone house, and in Burlington helped con-
ceal them in a (cellar. At night he would pilot them aeroœ
the river, at one time taking them across in barrels. Mrs.
James would give the children pies and cakes.
That Diwtor James was a good husband I am confident
from Dr. Wm. Salter's testimony and the followinfj touching
tribnte paid to his wife in a letter to Dr. John Torrey :
Burlington, Iowa. Mar. 3rd, 1854.
My Dear Sir: Your kind favor of Jan. 13th would not have re-
mained so loníí iinanBwered had I not at the time 1 received it and
ever since been walking in the valley of the ßhadow of death with a
dear friend, an almost life-long companion, whose remains I committed
yesterday to the grave.
And now let me thank yon for calling up by your most acceptable
letter the pleasant memories of the long buried but never forgotten
past. It was one of the chief pleasures of my earlier and most cher-
iBhed recollections of my later life that I could number you among my
friends and truly thankful am I that you havo not forgotten me nor
those delightful studies and pursuits that formed the connecting tie
of our earlier and more joyful, but perhaps not better days.
And now for an arswer to your home question, ' ' What have I been
doing these last fifty years?" As this world eounts doing; Utile or
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It did not take me long to discover that it was not for me to
"make my mark upon the age," and having settled that point to my
own satisfaction [ «letennined to make it on myself. I said, " I will
rulo my own s p / i t ' ' and thus be greater than "ho that taketh the
city." " I will not love the world or seek to honora or possesaions
that the love of the Father may be in me and his peace rest upon
me." Looking »jack across the chilling shadows of the evening and
the more Bunny tracts of middle and early life T see not much to
regret in my coirse of inaction and passivenoss as to the things of
the liftj that ia. What have I gained in relation to that to comeT
My eondolpiicß in the future has not been strengthened nor my hopes
niaflp more bright by what I have done, suffered and encountered here.
B'lt as I feel myself approaching the chill and foggy domains of
theology, to walk in which may and should be wholly distasteful to a
true lover of nature like yourself, I will say no more about these things,
unless it should happen that you, having had erperiences, may be con-
scious of sonipthing in this line which might bo valuable iiy way of ex-
change with an old and true friend and a lover of all knowledge and
all truth, ospocially such as bears upon the interests and prospects of
our higher and better natures.
Aa I am no longer bound to any one spot of earth by family ties
(my only son is married and settled in business in Du Buque) it en-
tera into my day dreams that I may yet go forth to gather weeds and
stones and rubbish for the use of some who may value such things, and
perhn])H drop this life-wearied body beside some solitary stream in the
wildrrncss.
Iu the nipantinip it would afford me the truest satisfaction to grasp
your friendly hand onee more or to be in the habit of frequent inter-
course witli you by letter.
Most truly yours,
E. JAMES.
BECOMES SURGEON OF THE U. S. ARMY. HIS "WORK FOR TEM-
PERANCE.
Soon after his marriage Doctor James was appointed sur-
geon of the United States Army and was stationed at Ft,
Crawford, now Prairie du Chien, then an important post.
Mr. James H. Loekwood* in an article on the Early Times and
Events in Wisconsin states that Mrs. Julianna Loekwood asked
and obtainííd Doctor James' assistance in starting a Sunday
school in 1825 ; the first one established in Ft. Crawford. Ilis
.study of the Indian lanjiuage began in that place. He did
not, however, remain very long but was transferred to an-
• Collectiovs of the State Hmorioal Soc. of Wls., Vol, 2. p. 168.
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other post. Wliile in Mackinao he became a great friend of
the Chippewa Indians, into whose language he translated the
New Testament, from Hebrew Chaldaic. As a result of his
missionary work five hundred eonvert.-i were made. In the
tribe was a man named John Tanner, who had been stolen from
his home in northern Ohio when five years of age. The Indi-
ans became much attached to him and treated him as one of
their own tribe. He married one of the squaws and became
very intemperate. Doctor James induced him to give up his
bad habits and promised to write the story of his life and give
him the proceeds, which he did. It was called Tanner's Narra-
tive, and one thousand copies were sold.*
The following letter has to do with his work on Tanner's
Narrative :
Mackinae, Aug. 10th, 1827.
My Dear Brother:
The Reverend Mr. Torrey, by whom I intend sending this letter, ia
the principal of the Mormon family at this place. He will remain but
a short time in Albany and if it ia convenient for you to show him any
attentions you will thereby confer a favor on me. I have thought of
sending by him thirty or forty sheets of Tanner's narrative, but.it iß
doubtful whether ynii would have time to give them any examination
before his return. I will thank you to aend by him those I sent to
Henry by Gen. Scott, that is, if he haB forwarded them to you. If my
labors meet with no interruption I shall have completed the narrative
in less than a fortnight and there will be matter for about 300 open
octave pagea. One hundred pages more I shall wish to append to the
work in the form of dissertations, notes, vocabniaries, etc. I am doubt-
ful whether you will think this work worthy of publication, but for
my own part I feel confident that as important in its kind as any re-
lating to Indian affairs. If Tanner himself would travel to procure
subscriptions the circulation of the book might be somewhat extensive.
This he is willing and anxious to do and wiU do provided I shall see
such a prospect of success as to adviae him to this measure. But be
is a poor man and unable to lose the miserable place he now holds of
interpreter to the Indian agent here, unless some certain prospect of
an equivalent should be offered him. He has a large family of half-
breed children for whose support and education he is disposed to make
great and certainly very laudable exertions. Mr. Perry, if you would
speak to him respecting tbis man might possibly not confirm all the
impressions you have received from me. There appears to have been
• A Narrative of the Captivity and Adventures of John Tanner, I7n(tedStates Interpreter at Saut de Sie. Marie, during Thirty Years Residence
among the Indians tn the Interior of North America. Prepared for the
press by Edwin James. M. D., New York. G. and C. & H. CarviU, 1830.
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some slight niisiiiideratanding between them, originating perhapa in Taii-
Der's imperfect comprehension of the English language, and possibly
in somo want of liberal and indulgent feeling on one or both Bides.
But for myself I am convinced that the man deserves favor and at-
tention and hia story is one which I think may be made worth telling.
At all events aend me the sheets you have ivlth you and I will amuse
my leisure time in revising and putting the narrative in a form for
publication and if nothing farther can be done I can give it to him
in manuscript and he may derive some benefit from it hereafter.
I enclose a receipt for a note in the hand of a gentleman from
Mississippi who will be at Newport this fall and I wish you to for-
ward it to Henry, as he will sea Maj. Gooding when he arrives.
The following letter makes no statement about Tanner.
The work hears the date 18;iO and was evidently completed
while stationed in Maekinac :
Saut Ste Mari, .Tune 7, 1831.
My Dear Brother:
I have received the box of clothes, etc., all in good order and all
highly acceptable. My wife ia under very great obligation to our
dear niece, Mrs. M , for the great trouble she takes in shopping
for na. Please say as much to her. also I find Mr. Olcott very oblig-
ing. If you think I am not troubling him too much I will send to his
bank a small check on the bank at Utica for collection. I have read
with the greatest satisfaction your very able address in the temperance
pamphlet yon sent me. You have done yourself very decided honor in
that performance; it is read and admired here and will do much to
promote the cause of sobriety and good order. I should have men-
tioned that you will pleaso pay Mr. Lea $iî5.0() from the above check,
the balanep will cover the $11.63 which yon advanced. I believe I en-
closed $20.00 with a menioraiulum by Mr. Halbert, but if I did not or if
that should be too small for the articles called for I will remit again
on hearing from you. The numbers of the Library of Entertaining
Knowledge will not be required for the post library, our commanding
officer thinking we are already encumbered with books. I feel very
sensibly the privation of books, particularly professional, philological,
and scientific, but my own means are too slender. How easily might
our army in these piping times of peace become a nursery of Uterarj-
talent—if oiir army would appropriate some of those surplus millions
which are destined to become bones of dangerous contention to the
purchase and support of libraries which should belong to posts and
not as at present to regiments and detachments. The British army
and navy contribute a very respectable item to their vast literature,
but not so ours.
Wo have got up a Bible society here, and though only twenty-four
hours old it has a fund of $93.00, but its future growth must be very
slow or pi>rhH|)s retrograde. J took a ik'oper interest in it than I
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should have done, but for the hope of directing the attention of tha
American Bible Society to the wants of our Indians. My version want»
nothing bat the press to give it at once a considerable currency among
the natives. The temperance reform has reached them, twelve or more
of the Indians residing here have made • • • marks to the obli-
gations of our temperance society rendered in Indian. Dninkenn^s is
almost unknown among them thus far this spring^at least I have
not seen a drunken Indian for several months—last year I could
scarcely have opened my eyes without seeing half a dozen. But I am
very fearful this state of things cannot continue, the change is so
great from drunkenness which has become second nature to them to
their present entire sobriety. Mental cultivation should be assiduously
applied to ]>revent a relapse. I distrust also the steadiness of some
of those among the whites, whose intíuence must contribute to the en-
tire success of this experiment. As ever, very affectionately,
B. JAMES.
He was stationed in Port Brady, near Detroit, for a few-
weeks. The following letters were written from this post :
Fort Brady, Oct. 4th. 18.^ 1.
My Dear Brother:
I intend to send this by my friend, Dr. Houghton, who has been
on a trip with Mr. Schoolcraft." If you have an hour to bestow on
him he can tell you something of us. And you will be pleased with
liis manner, as he is somewhat of an original. I vriU not miss so good
an opportunity, as I am auxious that the intercourse should be some-
what more frequent than for some time past. At present I have not a
great deal to say. I am pleased, however, to be able to say to
you that I have succeeded in getting one pupil to learu Indian. This
ia the Rev, Mr. Boutwell, a missionary of the Anierican Board to tho
Chippewa Indians, he is a man of education, an Andover scholar and.
as I think, a good linguist and divine. He ia to aid me in Hebrew
!ind Greek and I am to instruct him in Indian. He will remain
probably during the winter and his presence will probably have the
effect on me of confining my attention more than heretofore to study
and to less vague and desultory habits of thinking.
I am today to deliver a third temperance address. In this and in
some of the rest of my chivalrous doing, I encounter opposition, but
even this, like everything else, becomes old and loses its power to ex-
cite and amuse us.
Are you not trembling in your shoes at the sound of Indian choleraî
We are alarmed even here, but we conclude if that terrible scourge
visits our country it will be like the old plague confined to the cities
and thronged places. This, to be sure, will be a poor consolation while
• H. R. Sehoolcraft. ii man of scholarly attainments, author of several
important works dealing with travels, natural history, and the Indians.
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we have so many persons in the cities, but we condudo they can and
will flee from the face of the pestilence.
We are under great obligation to you and Mrs. M for your
untiring attention to us. Please remember us both very affectionately
tn her and all onr dear friends in Albany. As ever.
E. JAMES.
Ft. Brady, Jan. 26th, 1832.
My Dear Brother:
Your last is professional and I have profited somewhat by the hints
it contains in a case of labor which was on my hands a day or twt»
since. I have considerable of this kind of business to attend to and I
.sometimes rogret that 1 get only experience for my pains, but even
experience is worth the trouble I take.
The temperance reformation has been almost, I may say, quite com-
plete in our camp. I believe there is no spiritB in the camp except what
is among my hospital store«, and as has been the case in other places,
this change has been followetl by a remarkable change in morals and
manners. We have among the soldiers quite a number of professing
Christians and niimborH iirr now every day becoming serious. I hopp
!ind trust that you and myself and every one else who haa labored in
this cause may be rewarded in a similar manner. T also take great
pleasure in informing you of a powerful movement of a similar nature
among the Indians which still continues. If anything effectual can
ever be done for this miserable race, now appears to be a most accept-
able time. Their eagerness for instruction is very great and I have no
doubt that the introduction of lettei-s among them will be accompa-
nied by as manifest and powerful effects as among the Sandvïieh
Islanders, that ia taking into consideration the unfavorable circum-
stances of their greater comparative poverty, their dispersed way of
life and the ruggedness of their soil and climate. 1 am urging every
means of influence in my power in order to get a printing-press and
am not anxious to leave this station until T shall have done all I can
towards printing tho New Testament at least in Indian. The transía-
lion of the New Testament wants about twenty days work to be com-
plete, and if my life iind health and those of Mr, Tanner are spared
until spring this part of the wnrk will protiably be finished. Could
the Christian ])ublic be as woll satisfied as to the benefit which would
result from the printing as I am I have no doubt the means would be
furnished and that more information may exist on the snbject I am in
hopes that some of the i>eopl(! interested in foreign missions will make
us a viait next summer.
My philological studies, like all other studies, when long pursued,
continue to interest me more and more, and I make by this mail an
attempt to draw Mr. Gallatin into correspondence with me on the sub-
ject. If he repels my advi.iiices that circumstance is not likely to diB-
courage me, and if I can find no one here who will hold on with me in
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this business T must turn my eyes to the Vaters and Humboldts of
the old world. What is to be the amount of the new national society
got up in New York? I told Mr. Ciallatin I should like to belong to
it, and if they should not think me worthy to be numbered among the
two hundred» I must say I think otherwise, dive me some account of
this society in your next, its plan and object I have not been able
particularly to learn from the newspaper notices I have seen.
I am writing before an immense backwoods fire of green wood and
the numbness of my fingers reminds mo of Vermont. You will perceive
by my chirography that my hands will not warm in spite of all I can
do. The spirit in Lab. stood this morning after sunrise at 38 below
zero and the cold is still increasing aside from the dismal efíect of a
bright sun. The above is the lowest observed temperature at thiB place
since I came here and I think the present will probably pass for an
unusually severe winter, notwithstanding an unusual thaw of ten or
twenty days in the early part of January. My pupil in Indian, tbe
Rev. Mr. Boutwell, whom I have before mentioned to you, is to leave
me in a few dayR to cross the woods to Mackina on snow shoes. He
may as you will doubtless imagine anticipate a colder lodging than you
and I have, one night among tbe Snow mountains. I have still a pupil
in Hebrew, tbe commanding officer of tbis post, who, though about 55
years of age. has determined to read the Biljle in the original, at least
ao much of it as was written in Hebrew. Will you not be induced
to write me more frequently and to be more particular in relation to
individual and family concerns? Would you think it advisable since I
cannot leave my station that my wife and little boy (now more than
4 years old) should make a visit to the east next summer? Will she
not find it easy to travel as far as Cape Ann without her Tinsband?
As ever, E. JAMES.
Doctor James was probably still at work on his Ojibway
New Testament, as the date of its publication is 18:33. Writ-
ing under dato of June 23, 1832, the prospect of goin<i to press
on the work was rather remote, as the distress incident to the
prevalence of cholera was weig:hing on all minds.
Boston, 23 June, 1832.
My Dear Brother:
I have received one letter from you aud a hasty note from E. G.
Delevan, and as you may suppose, I feel somewhat anxious in relation
to your supposed proximity to the dreaded cholpra. I find the prospect
of going tc press with my New Testament rathei' remote and uncer-
tain. The Ba])tiat board here are in the midat and excitement of send-
ing missionaries to Tndia and every other thought is cholera, cholera.
I am sometimes provoketi to abandon the enterprise in despair. Here
it sepiiiH donhtful whether 1 shall meet any decideil success and I feel
disinclined to visit New York at pre.sent. The bill for an augmenta-
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tiou of our department has, as you have doubtless observed, passed both
houses, accordingly I consider Philadelphia my station and my furlough
will expire in August. In the meantime where shall I go and what
shall I doî Cape Ann is cool and quiet and perhaps I shall think best
to remain there. The proposition in Mr. D.'s note respects becoming
an agent of the New York City Ttnu])erancc Society. It has not yet
been made, probably it may be difficult to see that it would be duty
to relinquish the situation of an army surgeon at Philadelphia for eo
laborious und thiiükless a task as the contemplated agency. Of course
yon will not mention such a remark as this to Mr. Delevan, but say that
T am under many obligations for the friendly interest he expresses.
I will write this afternoon or before long to Mr. Brigham, but unless
T can effect something i>f importance here it is not probable 1 shall
go south at present. My wife and boy are in Cape Ann, thirty miles
distant, and well when I left them a few hours since.
Camphor has risen here to $4,00 the pound; lime is in great de-
mand. The poor Irish are undergoing purgation and banishment. Yes-
terday 41 families were turned out of one house. Cities and communi-
ties like the ocean require to be tempested into purity and it cannot
be doubted that the scourge which all aro now dreading is sent for good
and will do good, that i.H, tu the whole. Write me often and direct at




INDIANA ARCHIVES.—The State Library desires, and is grate-
ful for, gifts of useful books, newspaper fil&s. pamphlets,
manuscript narratives, diaries, scrap books, maps, prw-eedings
of cluireh and odncational conferences, catalogs, and original
documents of every sort which may throw light on any phase
of the histoiy of Indiana, Materials often considered as not
worthy of preservation are often difficult to obtain a short
time after ifisue, and they often reflect the spirit of the time
or event better than more elaborate treatises.
They are indispensable trea,sures in a good reference library
vv^ hen historians, biographers, statistii-iaas, genealogists, and
people in general are looking for everything, no matter how
apparently trivial, that may give some infonnation on the
subject under invcs^tigation.—indiana State lÀbrnry Bulletin,
August, 1907.

